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Water Conservation District 

   Each year, Wyoming County Soil & 

Water Conservation District recognizes 

a farm which has excelled in conserving 

our soil and water resources by in-

stalling Best Management Practices          

on their farm to prevent soil erosion and 

improve water quality. This yearõs 

òConservation Farm of the Yearó is 

awarded to Sregnuoy Farms, LLC.  

Gus, Kathy, Brian, Amy, Billy, Shelly, 

Meghan, and Ashley all take part in   

the farm. 

   Sregnuoy Farms is a 600 head dairy 

farm, milking 300 cows and raising 300 

heifers. Gus and Brian are the 3rd and 4th 

generation to farm on the land. William 

Youngers Sr. began the farm in 1919.           

In 1942, William Jr. bought the land where 

the main farm is now. Gus bought into 

the farm in 1965 and Brian joined the part-

nership in 2000.  In 2013, crops were 

raised on over 600 acres, 535 of those 

owned, leasing the remaining.  

   The farm has always taken the responsi-

bility of caring for our resources.  Imple-

mentation of conservation practices have 

been at the forefront. Some of the practic-

es include: Residue Management, Cover 

Crops, Zone Tillage, Miles and Miles of 

Drainage Tile according to Gus, and Di-

version Ditches. Most recently, Sregnuoy 

Farms has installed an armored waterway 

that utilizes a geotextile fabric instead of 

conventional rock rip-rap. Sregnouy 

Farms also participates in the Recycling 

Agricultural Plastics Program of Wyo-

ming County.                    

    Sregnuoy Farms has been an active              

participant in the Wyoming County Agri-

cultural Environmental Management 

(AEM) program. They received the 

òPartnering to Protect Our Environmentó 

award in 2011 for their involvement in the 

AEM program. They have participated in 

NYS Agricultural Nonpoint Pollution 

Abatement & Control projects and the 

Environmental Quality Incentive Pro-

gram (EQIP). They developed a Compre-

hensive Nutrient Management Plan 

(CNMP) in 2003. Since then, they have 

implemented an Ag Waste Storage, Com-

posting Facility, Ag Waste Transfer Sys-

tem and Silage Leachate Management 

System with a Vegetated Treatment Area. 
 

   The Youngers family has been involved 

in many community organizations, in-

cluding the Farm Bureau, which Gus 

serves as a County Board Member, Up-

state Niagara, Cooperative Extension, St. 

Michaelõs Church, and St. Maryõs Church. 

Gus also sits on the Farmland Protection 

Board.  

Back Row - Gus, Kathy, Brian, Amy and Ashley 

Front Row - Shelly, Meghan and Billy 
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W Y O M I N G  C O U N T Y  S O I L  &  W A T E R  

Bowhill Farm, Inc. 

Loren Bowman & Family -Wyoming, NY 

T.L. Hodnett Farms  

Terry Hodnett-Portageville, NY 

Broughton Diversified Farming 

Pete Broughton - Silver Springs, NY 

   AEM Awards 

This AEM Sign Recognition Program is 
made possible by the NYS Department of 
Agriculture & Markets and NYS Soil & 
Water Conservation Committee. The signs 
are to be awarded to farms in each county 
that are utilizing the AEM Program as ex-

cellent stewards of our natural resources. 

The AEM Program is a voluntary state-
wide program that is utilized by farms to 
address water quality concerns from agri-
cultural activities through a tiered ap-

proach that includes: 

¶ Initial assessment and identifica-
tion of environmental concerns, 

¶ Documentation of current steward-
ship and prioritization of environ-
mental concerns, 

¶ Development of environmental 
farm plans, 

¶ Implementation of sound Best 
Management Practices to address 
identified concerns,  

¶ And finally, evaluation of their suc-
cess. 

Farms must meet the following criteria to 
be eligible for a ñPartnering to Protect Our 

Environmentò sign:  

¶ Must be a commercial farm enter-
prise located in New York State.  

¶ Must be in compliance with all 
applicable state and federal regula-
tions, and free of any water quality 
violations. 

¶ Engaged in the AEM process and 

set an example of a high level of 
environmental stewardship for 
other farmers and the public: 

¶ Must have made a solid commit-
ment toward implementing practic-
es by enrolling in state or federal 
conservation programs to address 
priority concerns and have imple-
mented at least one recommended 
conservation practice. A high level 
of environmental stewardship must 
also be documented, such as the 
proper maintenance of any previ-
ous conservation practices in-
stalled. 

 

So far, 35 Wyoming County farms have 
received an AEM Recognition Sign 
which is the highest number for any 
county in the entire state.  

Woodvale Farms, Inc. 

Damen Harwood - Perry, NY 
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Donald G. Butler  

Construction, Inc.  

Excavating * Hauling* Paving  

*Septic Systems  

7429 Burke Hill Rd  

Perry NY 14530   

Phone:  585 - 237-3364  

Fax 585 -237-0424  

7 Perry Avenue                                    
Warsaw, New York 14569                    

Telephone: (585) 786 -3960      
Fax: (585) 786 -2933             

Email:johngillen@frontiernet.net  
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JOHN F. GILLEN 

GILLEN & WELLMAN 

   L. B. Tiling, Inc.                                                         
Laser Controlled                                                              

Drainage Systems                                                                               
Bulldozing  

Ponds-Septic Systems-Locations 

Lee Broadwell  (585) 493-2018 

Land Improvement Contractors of America 

   

   

   

   

   

  This year the Ronald P. Herman Sr.              
Partners in Conservation Award was                  
presented to Scott Cornett, NYSDEC Re-
gion 9 Bureau of Fisheries, for outstanding 
cooperation and dedication to stream chan-
nel stabilization and trout habitat restora-
tion projects throughout Wyoming County. 

Pictured Right to Left:                                               

Assemblyman, Hon. David DiPietro,                   

Allen Fagan, Scott Cornett and Greg McKurth 

Partners in Conservation Award 


